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“FIRSTFRUITS SUNDAY – CELEBRATE AND ANTICIPATE!” 
 

 

Intro … Today is the Sunday that for nearly 21 years we have referred to as 

‘Firstfruits Sunday’ … It’s the first Sunday of the month – this month it’s nearly 

the very first day of the month. It’s a very special Sunday for as Today’s Key 

Concept puts it … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 

 

‘Firstfruits’ Sunday provides a unique ‘once-a-month’ 

OPPORTUNITY for CELEBRATION and ANTICIPATION! 

 

 

So what is it that I would invite you to celebrate and anticipate on this  

Firstfruits Sunday?  

 

Four incredibly noteworthy things … 

 

1. CELEBRATE that Jesus Christ is the FIRSTFRUITS of all who have DIED 

in FAITH and ANTICIPATE the RESURRECTION that is yet to COME! 

 

Consider these tremendously exciting Scriptures … 
 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead,  

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:20) 

 

With the resurrection of Jesus Christ, death has been overcome. In his 

resurrection, Jesus Christ became the ‘first’ of many who would similarly 

experience glorious heavenly life following their earthly death. 

 

Jesus Himself had prophesied this … 
 

“Because I live, you also will live.”  

(John 14:19) 

 

The Apostle Paul would testify in his Letter to the Roman Believers … 
 

“Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,  

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons,  

the redemption of our bodies.” 

(Romans 8:23) 

 



Paul knew that our salvation would not be complete until we stand  

as resurrected saints – body, soul and spirit – in the presence of  

‘The Almighty’ Himself!   
 

The Holy Spirit who enters every believer at the moment of spiritual birth is the 

‘firstfruits’ – the first expression, a most genuine expression - of that ultimate life.  
 

We will be talking about what all that means in the weeks to come – 

something for us to anticipate and celebrate indeed. 

 

But for today … Celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ your Savior is the firstfruits 

of all who have died in faith and anticipate the great resurrection to eternal 

life that is yet to come for all who have trusted themselves to Him! 

 

Second incredibly noteworthy thing to celebrate and anticipate … 
 

2. CELEBRATE that you have received the FIRSTFRUITS of ETERNAL LIFE  

and ANTICIPATE the FULL EXPRESSION of that LIFE! 

 

Consider how these Scriptures amplify our understanding … 
 

“Dear friends, now we are Children of God, and what we shall be has not  

yet been made known. But we know that when He appears,   

we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is.”  

(1John 3:2) 

 

Not one of us can even begin to ‘wrap our minds around’ the nature of  

our eternal existence. Only three men have ever seen Jesus in anything 

approaching His Heavenly Glory – we only have their testimony but John who 

was one of those three wrote in his first of his three General Epistles … 

  
“We (Peter, James and John) have seen His Glory, the glory of the One  

and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth”. 

 

John also caught a momentary glimpse of Jesus in his full heavenly splendor 

when the Lord appeared to him on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation chapter 1). 

The sight caused him (still in his earthly condition) to fall on his face in full and 

complete surrender and devotion. 
 

Here in these verses John is looking beyond those earthly visions and beyond 

his earthly limitations and is envisioning a moment when our ‘transformation’ 

from earth-bound, flesh-limited human beings to citizens of God’s Glorious 

Kingdom will be complete.  

 



When we finally get to ‘see Him ourselves’ in our resurrected, glorified state we 

shall, in fact, be ‘like Him’ – possessing our own form of ‘Heavenly Glory’ and 

thus able to truly ‘fellowship’ with Him.  What a day that will be – both for Him 

and for us! 

 

The Apostle Paul spells it out a bit for the practical, rationally oriented Greek 

Believers in Corinth when they asked … 
 

‘How can this be – How does this resurrection thing work?’ 

 
“So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, 

 it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness,  

it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 

(1Corinthians 15:42-44) 

 

The truth is … we will hardly be able to recognize ourselves – We will be 

gloriously and permanently changed into the fullest expression of Human Life – 

We will be experiencing the fullness of the Eternal Life of which our born-again 

earthly life is but the ‘firstfruits’. 

 

So today on this particular Firstfruits Sunday, 
 

Celebrate the fact that you (through faith in Jesus Christ) have received the 

‘Firstfruits of Eternal Life’ and anticipate the day when you will experience the 

‘Full Expression’ of that life in the presence of Christ Himself! 

 

And now let’s shift our focus from heaven to earth as we consider  

the other dimension of Firstfruits Sunday …  

 

On this day, I would encourage you to … 
 

3. CELEBRATE that you share in the ECONOMY of God as you bring the 

FIRSTFRUITS of your LABOR to Him and ANTICIPATE the BLESSINGS that 

He will provide as you LIVE your LIVES under His Sovereign AUTHORITY! 
 

Consider with me these very focused and directive passages … 
 

First of all, in the early days of their national identity, God through Moses 

instructed His People how they should honor Him with a portion of  

their harvest … 
 

 “ … You shall declare before the Lord your God: ‘I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you,  

O Lord, have given me.’ Place the basket before the Lord your God and bow down  

before him. And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all  

the good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household.”  

(Deuteronomy 26:5, 10-11) 



Many centuries later, God urged His People to renew their commitment to 

what we are calling today ‘God’s Economy’ with this reminder of how that 

‘Economy’ works … 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  

Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  

(Malachi 3:10-11) 

 

All we have comes from God – All we have belongs to God – 1/10th of all  

we have been provided is what God requires to keep His Earthly ‘House’ –  

His Temple – His Ministry -  sufficiently supplied. Through our tithe we provide  

all that is normally needed to fulfill the calling that God has given . 

 

And when we tithe – God provides … that is a life principle that demonstrates 

itself over time … over a life-time. It’s the way God’s Economy works. 

 

Jesus recognized the validity of the tithe in his own day when he both 

commended and chided the Pharisees who tithed religiously … 

Here’s what he said … 
 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a  

tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the  

more important matters of the law — justice, mercy and faithfulness.  

You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

(Matthew 23:23) 

 

Tithing should never become just a ritual behavior – a ‘bill to pay’ or an 

impressive ‘action to take’. Tithing (as I like to say) is part of the ‘Fabric of  

Creation Itself’ … Tithing is a visible, tangible evidence that we are living  

our lives under the Sovereign Authority of Our Creator.  
 

Tithing is God’s proscribed method of economic operation.  

Tithing is man’s guaranteed method of participation in God’s Economy.  

Tithing is foundational to a life of consistent obedience and blessing. 

 

So on this Firstfruits Sunday,  
 

Celebrate the fact that you share meaningfully in the Economy of God  

as you bring the firstfruits (the tithe) of your labor to Him and anticipate the 

blessings He will provide as you live your lives under His Sovereign Authority! 

 

 

 



Here now is our Fourth and Final Incredibly Noteworthy Thing to Celebrate and 

Anticipate on this Firstfruits Sunday … 

 

4. CELEBRATE that you belong to the FIRSTFRUITS of the CHURCH of  

Jesus Christ and ANTICIPATE the final CONFIGURATION of that 

CHURCH in HEAVEN! 

 

Let these Scriptures speak to your heart and mind … 

 

First we hear from James the born-again brother of Jesus …  
 

“He ( the Father) chose to give us birth through the word of truth,  

that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.”  

(James 1:18) 

 

Even as our individual re-born earthly lives are but the ‘firstfruits’ of what is  

to come, so the earthly church of Jesus Christ is but the first expression  

(the firstfruits) of the Glorious Church that will one day be.  

 

And so even Paul, as precise a thinker as he was, could only say … 
 

“This is a profound mystery-but I am talking about Christ and the Church.”  

(Ephesians 5:32) 

 

 John then expands the word ‘Blessed’ to mean far more than we could ever 

imagine when he writes … 
 

“Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb.”  

(Revelation 19:9) 

 

And, of course, Jesus himself revealed the anticipation that was in His Heart 

when on the very night that he would be betrayed, said that he would not 

drink of the fruit of the vine again … 
 

“Until I drink it with you in my Father’s Kingdom”  

(Luke 22:18) 

 

So finally then, on this Firstfruits Sunday, Celebrate the fact that you are part of 

the ‘Firstfruits’ of the Church of Jesus Christ and do Anticipate participating 

one day in the final Configuration of that Glorious Church in Heaven itself! 

 

Final Thot …            

‘CELEBRATION’ and ‘ANTICIPATION’ 

NOURISH and ENERGIZE CHRIST’S CHURCH! 

 

 


